Eggs and embryos in Xenoturbella (phylum uncertain) are not ingested prey.
Xenoturbella is an enigmatic animal that has puzzled science for almost a century. The eggs and embryos found in Xenoturbella have recently been interpreted as ingested prey. However, PCR on individual eggs as well as in situ hybridisation and in situ PCR unambiguously show that they are Xenoturbella's own. The eggs and embryos are individually enclosed within follicles with the same ultrastructure. The cortical granules in oocytes and eggs from Xenoturbella but not Nucula stained positively with an antiserum against Reissner's substance. The embryos incorporated 5-bromodeoxyuridine in vivo, i.e. they replicate their genome and are living.